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Synopsis

This completely revised and updated edition of the classic text describes and analyzes every movie

made by master filmmaker Alfred Hitchcock.
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Customer Reviews

Daniel Spoto is well known for his fascinating biography of Alfred Hitchcock. "The Art of Alfred
Hitchcock" fleshes out The Master every bit as much as the biography, but in a different way.What
makes this book a must for Hitchcock fans and, in particular, those interested in studying his
mastery of the film craft, is that Spoto, bolstered by many interview hours with Hitchcock, is able to
get inside a creative film genius’ mind and give us an idea of how he explored his basic themes as
well as the manner in which he manipulated audiences through exploiting his unique brand of
suspense. Spoto also gives us a look into the technical side of the master film craftsman, letting us
know how he kept audiences mesmerized with compelling scenes such as the killing of Janet Leigh
in "Psycho" and those incredible special effects in "The Birds" in which it appeared that the winged
creatures were about to lay total siege to the previously serene Northern California town of Bodega
Bay.In addition to what he actually did, Donald Spoto is also to be commended for something he did
not do. In so many retrospectives of film greats, be they directors or performers, authors believe in
devoting an equal or relatively equal amount of space to every movie with which they were involved.
Thankfully Spoto did not do this, devoting greater attention to the classic Hitchcock movies that
generated the most discussion among filmgoers and cinema historians. Not surprisingly for those

who have studied Hitchcock’s films, Spoto regards "Vertigo" starring James Stewart and Kim Novak



as Hitchcock’s most complete and artistic work and explains why, providing excellent insight into the

film in the process.
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